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From the desk of the Director  
by Dan Karalus   

  

  

 

 

 

Fall is here, and as we head into another Eastern Montana winter I encourage 

everyone to visit the MonDak to see some of our facility changes and improvements 

and enjoy our upcoming exhibits and programs. 

 

We recently completed some improvements to the MonDak that are a bit difficult to 

notice. We updated the museum with new furnaces and humidifiers to better care 

for our collections (and make the environment more comfortable for staff, 

volunteers, and visitors). We also replaced the gutters on the building to solve some 

problems caused by rain, snow, and ice. And collections organization is ongoing! 

 

Next up is the roof. We made plans to re-roof the MonDak after the latest series of 

summer storms damaged the existing shingles. Our insurance policy provides 

reimbursement for most of the work, but we still need to raise $6,500 to install high- 

quality, long-lasting roofing materials. Karen and Jon Redlin challenged us by 

offering to match the first $2,500 we raise for the project. 

Thanks to some generous members and donors, we are  

nearly there! We just need another $700 to get the match 

and another $1,500 after that to fully pay for the new roof. 

Help us Raise the Roof by donating today! And look for the 

new shingles and completed roof by the end of October. 

 

There are also many projects and programs going on inside the MonDak. Most 

exciting is the Bandits & Heroes, Poets & Saints exhibit about art and culture in 

Brazil coming to us from the National Endowment for the Humanities. This large 

exhibit is unlike other exhibits we bring to the museum. And as part of the exhibit 

we received a grant to do some complementary programming, including a musical 

performance and discussion on Brazilian music by Sonido Brasil, fronted by Dr. 

John Roberts from MSU-Billings. See our calendar for all of the details!     
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Exhibits & Events 

Rfc D_jaml%q Cwc8 L_rspc Nfmrmep_nfq 

October 2 ÇDecember 29  
 

The Falconôs Eye: Nature Photographs is an exhibit by publisher, 

philanthropist, and family man, Michael S. Sample (1947-2014). He has 

long been familiar to Montana audiences and, for decades, beloved for his 

extraordinarily sensitive nature photography. The Falconôs Eye honors 

Sampleôs wealth of nature photographs that he recorded during his all-season outdoor adventures. The subjects 

of his work range from the sublime view of a single wildflower frozen in an early winter snow to an epic storm 

over the Rocky Mountains. In retrospect, this seems an analogy for the artistôs life. The exhibition is sponsored 

by the Yellowstone Art Museum via the Montana Art Gallery Directorôs Association. 

Bandits & Heroes, Poets & Saints:  

Popular Art of the Northeast of Brazil  

November 10 ÇJanuary 7  
 

Bandits & Heroes, Poets & Saints explores how the ancient cultures of Africa blended 

with indigenous and colonial Portuguese traditions to form the vibrant and complex 

cultural mosaic of modern Brazil. Engaging photographs and works of popular art, 

including sculptures, paintings, prints, religious objects, toys, and booklets of poetry 

will draw visitors into the complex and vibrant culture of the Northeast of Brazil and 

introduce the festivals, heroes, and spiritual traditions that give shape and meaning to the daily lives of the 

Nordestinos, common people of Brazilôs Northeast. The exhibition explores how diverse 

traditions come together in the region and uses work by historical and contemporary artists 

to illuminate a fascinating history that reaches into modern Brazil. Throughout, it explores 

the resilience and vitality of modern-day descendants of Africa. This exhibition has been 

made possible through NEH on the Road, a special initiative of the National Endowment 

for the Humanities. It is brought to you by the Mid-America Arts Alliance, and organized 

by Con/Vida-Popular Arts of the Americas and the Charles H. Wright Museum of African 

American History, Detroit, Michigan. 

Williston Area Visual Artists Art Show  

October 2 ÇNovember 3  
 

The Williston Area Visual Artists (WAVA) show features artwork in different mediums 

from artists in and around Williston, North Dakota. This yearôs show includes several works from seasonal 

club challenges. Be sure to explore this unique show from our friends across the state line! 
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28th Annual Miniature Art Show  

November 13 ÇJanuary 12  
 

The Miniature Art Show is in its 28th year at the MonDak! One 

of the best and most anticipated shows every year, it highlights 

artistsô amazing ability to produce detail and vision on a small 

scale. Artists are restricted to creating works no larger than 5ò x 

7ò and many produce work far smaller, sometimes as small as a 

postage stamp. The show includes, oil, watercolor, acrylic, mixed media and cast bronze pieces. Prizes 

awarded to the top three entries. Contact MDHC at (406) 433-3500 to get an entry form and learn how to enter 

your work in the show. Deadline for entry is November 2. 

MonDak Christmas  

December 2  
 

The 32nd Annual MonDak Christmas is the event to satisfy all of your 

holiday cravings! Sunday, December 2 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Get photos with Santa and find delicious desserts from local bakers in 

the bake sale. Plus, festive holiday ornament-making activities for kids 

(and adults!), holiday Legos with LUGMonDak, and other entertainment. So take a stroll through the wreaths 

and trees from the Parade of Trees, explore the latest exhibits to hit the MonDak, and get in the holiday spirit. 

Free to the public. Free will donations accepted for Santa photos. Bake sale purchases support MDHC exhibits, 

programs, and collections preservation. Sponsored by H&R Block and Missouri River Realty!  

Parade of Trees  

November 23  
 

The Boys and Girls Club of Richland County Parade of Trees returns to the 

MonDak on Friday, November 23! Featuring trees designed and decorated by 

local individuals, groups, and businesses. View the trees at the MonDak from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., and then 

participate in a live tree auction starting at 3:30 p.m. New this year: bid on select trees in an online silent 

auction. Take home a tree and contribute to local youth, community, arts, and history! All proceeds from the 

auction go to the Boys & Girls Club and MonDak Heritage Center for youth programs. Interested in entering a 

tree in the Parade of Trees? Contact us to get an entry form. Then design your tree and drop it off at the 

MonDak between November 13-17. Trees must be artificial and certain restrictions apply.  

MonDak  
Christmas  

Sonido Brasil  

December 14, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Sonido Brasil is a musical group organized by John Roberts, Assistant Professor of Low Brass at Montana 

State University Billings. Join us at the MonDak for their live performance and discussion of Brazilian music 

history and styles. Free to attend. Funded in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 


